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desert the republic while in danger. Thus was this most
threatening of all the clouds dissipated.

Some allege that Varro put down the outbreak. But after
this had been done and he had brought the army to a state
of decent discipline, on the arrival of Marcellus, who was
placed in command, Varro returned to Rome, to submit him-
self to the mercies of the people and senate, bearing with
him the responsibility for the most grievous disaster Rome
had ever suffered. If it was really Varro who restrained the
defection above mentioned, and calmed the panic of his
troops to the extent of again making them, reliable, this
would show him to have been a man of uncommon character,
however faulty as a soldier or unworthy in a social aspect.
And his returning to Rome to bow to the will of the people,
acknowledging the entire blame to be his own, shows a cer*
tain nobility of character which we cannot but weigh highly
in estimating him. He was employed in one or other mili-
tary capacity till the end of the war*

The dignity of the senate maintained itself in receiving
Varro. Though full of his bitter political enemies, though
he had boon the cause of the death of the nearest relatives
of each and all, though he had brought about the gravest
danger Homo had over Been, this noble body, in lieu of pun-
ishing Varro for his defeat, thanked him publicly ** for that
he had not despaired of the republic." Much has been said
hi denunciation of Varro, But that the Roman senate, in
this hour of peril and grief, should have so acted seems to
show that there still was a good side to this man, which his-
tory does not bring to the fore, as of necessity it must his
weakness and want of skill. How much of the condonation
by this public body was duo to the chastening influence of
BucK an overshadowing disaster as Canute cannot be said*
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ever to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